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How nusk UAC Trewtuny has oxprosced his omn theaphts in writing, eithor
peaned by himself or recerded by olhore from his sonversations and spcechoes,
iz wnknevm. In 1950, the Publication Burcau af the Horth movernmens

put out a copy of the "Selech of TAQ Tsewtung”, consicting of oboub
1,000 printed pages vhich, i7 trs ated into English, would run to aboud
620,000 words, The 20,000 capics of the firet edition wrors ropidly

suapped up. There will be no reprint of this edition, sivee there nwe brisXine
flswe, including soms sosthing remeyie-on leadivg povasonnliticc of the perty,
1ike LI Li-eon, in the days of inbra-rerty sbruggle. & new edition is heing
propaved for publinniicn soue time “his swror ag advertised in the TRDers.,
znd 1% will consist of aboub 1.500 puges to include some new plecss eulled
fram the files. o far an $% con he found out, ell thuse writines rovresont
WA0'g emn wribten o verbal sxpressions of hig theught, and not
thote under him. In those writings, he czprossed himsoll s ons with
theoretical treaining, but one schooled in practicnl life,

Uith a few exceptions, almost sll of his writings doel with pract
of the day. They ere in the forms of ordors o the Paprty and to pol al
and militery organizetiong, mpoocher to mmell groups, editorials on current
issucy for Party papers. end peaphlets on fundamentel policies, such 28 his
"Hew Demooraey,” "Conlitionsd CJovernneats® and the recemb "Poople s Demoevatio
Dictatorship.” Among the very fow theoretice) worls is his "On Proctics.”
which was recently widely pyinked in the presa of the Saviet Uniem in the
Russian languags, though it vos wrilten in 1038.

"on Practice.” whiech was extolled bv “he Russioue as a good plose of work
on MarsistelLemist theory, desls with the guestion of %he reel nource of
mowladge in general, aad knewledgs of rovolubion in rarticuler, It
sxpounds on the truism, ocbwiously new Ho UAO, that theoreticel kuowladge
stems ultinstely from the practicel sxperience of men, bub in order %o
hecowe relisble, #his knowledse has to go through the process of theoretical
systomatization, which in turn munt be consbently verificd and lmproved by
practical experiomce sgain. The arliclo was couched in ehilosophicel tarus,
the use of which wes not consichently soxrect, bub still 1% shewe be did mava
an attempt in the direction of ecrobicsl lenyning in the midst of heavy

practieal duties,
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That abbempt was not made volumberily, for the artiele was written at the

end of the long Mareh, shortly after MAO assumed undisputed leadership of

the movenent, as an answor Lo the attacks apgainst him es an ignoremus in

th - theoreticsl Imeuledge of isrxism-Leninisa by perty nermbore lile

CHYEN Shaoeyu, <hese men had returned from abrosd with the reading knowledne
of foreipn lepguszes st e time when there wore very few Chineso trenslaticus
in this field, end DAO veads only Chinese. After the publication of this
artiole, the Party ranl snd file wos ovidently impressed with and accopbed his
theoretical prowass, trong enough to be the leader of the party. Also
shortly afber this ceme the rec"tif‘lea!'mn moveneytk, which enong othor things,
calls for the relinguishment of usoless end infantile, pure theories, and
hig theoretical orities like L'I'BIT. were relegatod to o secendsry pogition.
From them en, it wes UAC the practicsl man who took up the reins. Irom

this and o few otheir srtieles of thecretical charecter it would appear thet
MAQ doss have the ability for complicated sbstract thinslking, but this faculby
is vot fully developed.

His srbicles on practiocsl affeirs, cover a very wide [ield, ranging from
military and administrative problems Yo the organization cvf Hass novenentE.
Hig enelysis in all these cuses soems to be practical, methodiceal, and in
great detsil. Hia Wli;ings on militory affeivs, for oxample, represent the
analytical summary of his lopg personel experiencs in guevr"'vl?a fiphting, His
views on econemic problems stem from his hendling of simple cconomic situntions
in the early days of Hiangsi provipaial Red ;gover::man’c 'chrcu{;.,x whe period
of war bases in the Jupsmese reay down to the present day. Iis articles on
government show the long evolution of hisg thoughts from the guerrilla
government of eariy Kiengsi deys through the noniunsl cealition goverment
or wmited fromt, of the warbime pericd dowm %o the present, Ilis 1; rougnts on
mass movemonts evolvsd from his ear%.y deplivg with thoe peusant movementd,
when 1o was head of the training center for cedres of the peasant merawent
in Caubon in 1926, and widened to cover the orpanization of the masses of
all circles. Uere, inr the nmatter of mass movement, hse shows the sbility %o
explolt oven small dotails Por his politionl purpese. For example, in a
speech ot a fumeral for en officer, he wrged a puel.m funeral caramomy
for every worthy worker, uging the occasion bo get the people togother and
to foous their atbeution on the comuon cause of the revolubtion, injecting
the sentiment of sextyrdem in every death.

In thege practical writings, ope dees not read high souwnding or wogue theories
noy sweeping sbatements, but nethodical arpuments on practical points,
neglectiog uot even the smailost debeils, In theseo discussious, he showed s
painful effort to cmploy Marxist terms so as %o chow his learning in Uarxism,
but it is pleiz that he has built up his canplex set of lnovlie: ',,\; snd experience
in practical affairs from sinple bauﬂmn{;s of sctuel life and hes coubinued
to lesrn ompiricnlly in the msin. This dees not mesu thot he does net recd.
In. feet, 1% is said that he is o & ligent reader, much nore sc that most
modern Chinaose leaders, such as CILANG EKai-shek, DBub his linguistic ebility
1imits him %0 Chinese materisl, end people have freguently found him reading
old Chiniess clonsics fnv* traditionnl si:e,ts‘sz"e"xs like the woluminous seb of
Tzu Chib Tang Chien ( ’Ié LB 4 &7 ). Dow mueh of his thinlkivg is deriwved from
the Chinese classical sourceg is an impertent quoestion for cereful study bub
a superficial study shows that the shraseology he used in bis writings does
carry a heavy classical noba,

UAO' s writings show consistency and long persiatence of view. In 125G, right
after the Communists assumed the reoirns, e mber of his writinge, widely
published in newspaper and panphlet form.zeb forth some of the Tundemental
principles of govermment and sosisl crganizeation for tho msticn to learn and
to follow. And his Selected Torks s mot published for pure acadumic
refercnce but rather os o Live guidanco for schbion new. fAnd yet, very few
of his published writings were written within the recent yesr or twe. They
were written oue or twa decader ego. For instence. his "Hew Dencerscy®

and “Goerlitioned Govermord®, . alsh form the besis of the present ”olﬁiztag
govermment, weve bobh wricten ten yzers ago snd hed boen used as the ba
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principles of govorrment in 4he so-cnllea liberabed aress during the ijar
and before the Communists assumed national powera

Tho present erueial policy of aligument of the four classes of China scciely
is based mainly upon MAO's erticle on the "Analysis of Chine's Soclial
Classes,” which was written in 1926, tuch of the pctual organization of the
agrarion reform mevenent stens plmost directly from his two pleccs of rather
lengthy writing, on “Rural Investigation® which were published in 1920,
although some aspeots of the agrariaa policy, such os what to do with the

‘rich pessants, have boen modified by changed circunstonces at the present.

The principle of defining the.class atatus of the peasants and the condoning
of excesses committed by cadres, such as bealting up and insulting landlords
as an evil necessary o destroy the deep-xooiod prestipge and powsr of the
jandlord olass, were all conmtained in his wribings over two decades ago.
Reading his old writings today egeinst the present happenings in China,

cne gets the feeling that most of them were written for the presont moment.

The consistency of and the long porsistence of MOt s views snd policy mean mere
toward the succegs of his govormnent than the dogged determination of the

man, They mesn pertly the possession of foresight, and partly the fubllity

of oxpecting the povermment to change its fundanentel policies and views 1o
long os AN stays, in power. This docs not mean that he ig inflexible in

front of impossible odds. IIe has said in one place thet the course of
revolution is a zigzag peth, invelving mauy temporary concessions and even
retrogression, Temporary concessiovs he hes given in the past ond probebly
will continue to give in the fubure. Bub tho fundemental priveciples and
objectives will probsbly never change. The long ‘story of wartime cooperation
with tho Kuomintemz stiongly objected tc¢ by many leading Party nen, but insisted
upon by MAO, illustrates just this; aad thé illustration cemnct be merc ovident
then AO's owa turning around to object 4o any genuine cooperation with the
Kuomintang at the time of the New Fourth Army incident, and later during

the controversy over the constitutional issue.

A burning domestic issue inside Red China is the govermmout's real intention
in the disposal of the middle class. Will the Chinese middle class suffer

the same fote as Russia's in the inbterin ufter Lenpin's UDP was -~ut into effect,
or will its existonce have longer grace during UAO's progrem of Hew Demoeracy
as a transition to socialism? AO's New Demmcratic program bears close
resemblance to the policy ond conditions in tho five years following 1024, when
Lenin made temporary concessions to private interogks., So expericnce of the
USSR seems to be China's model, On the other hand, A0, as exprossed in

his writings, seems to consider China's middle class very imporbonrt in

China's social structurs, and so he may meen what he says when he meintairs -
thet the poriod of Now Denceracy in which the oxistence of the niddle class

is permited mey last fifteen to twenty years. Tle hes reiterated Chinats society
is shaped like aa olive, larse in the middle and tapering off at the two ends,
and that no policy will succeed if it does not try to win the support of

the middle elemenis.

This view on the middle class has caused repoated controversy in the Farty.
b, granting his sincerity in his expressed policy towards the middle clames,
whizh affects & good number of other vitel issues, the duration of this

policy will depend on the balance of power betwoon him and the inbernationelist
group, which insists upon following toe USOR model with litile alteration

or consiceration for the native seuiing.

His policy of alignmont with the USSR is a consistent one, as sec from his
early writings down Lo very receni anes, thougt how close and exclusive such
alignment should be remains a question. Very probably his earliest activity
in Manan in 1923 and 1924, organizing the peasants there, were financed by
the Soviete, as hinted in the recently published "History of the Hew Democracy
Revolution", His support for the alliance with the USSR as a condition for
Communist eocoperation with the Kuomintang earlier was a strong and unequivocal
one, During the war when the Soviets made peace with the Axis Powers, MAC
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wrote scothing erbicles speinat the Uesbtern dwmsorecies in Loross for
forverbing wor wotil Germeny furned mo Russing this waz the snme 14
by the Commnist Parby in the Unitad Stetes. o shewed a ¢
friendliness towera tho U.2. and some Anerd 3 iwn Chivo
ao did the Soviets in the same periad.

Soon eifter the wor ended, ho ==pidily revertad o the i policy
vhen Ansricon aid wenbt to the Fucmiatany 3ide 0wl L war,
raturn froa Gumgldng bo Tenen, his srbicles avk 2 sdurd
his presont “loan Lo cno side” pelizy anc hia enmity .,z.wm*u
nn clrounghance cop turm hin ewsy Do ie line, varticulorlr
bo retelin his leaderashiy in the Tarby whick corcnins 4 stroop i
faction, Ho oxpressad himeeil pretisy el arly, vhen the rer Y
astablishod, when he said that the Cams st revolefion is 2n irderpetionsl
mevomant, thot no revolutiom in Chuwm cex hone o guaseced alona without
aspistance Irom abraod. and thet the parvy shouid - anboriais falme
oxpuctation from the U.8. which has helpcd the periv’s ocnesy <n g Hio
eivil war. '

»:v»gpo chnlly

Vith $he comaitnent on the Jcrensn advonit.ro. the terrific anbi-fmerinan
propegends campalze hes worked up such & hyeworia wmong tho Tarty mesbers
and theiy nam’&‘ar‘ty as3eeiates that | 1 virbually impoasible Lo LA
and the Parly to allow the slishtost do ’J,di'.l o from the Jizo, oven if thev
wan i to, short of e majfor ehange iv th . intorpnd powar stiucturs, o tho
U.8. oranting a1l of the Peiting damends .

)

JA0 iz no yeformar., Throughout his pu'lie career, he has tess o r‘%;&liut
revolutionist in the dwuest snuna. Tia fact thet he tme nobt oducabe
loscow makes 1itble differencs in tii respest, In has w:r:%.’txnggm )
repoatedly condeswed reformisu as a Fonm of reschisn o nst the ravol
He made offurts to win support “’V-u" I erals duping the Tor: howrver,
ag She Uarty assuned power, ha lost no vime in meking it clesr %o vho o
that liberslizm is 2 subwersive influwice, s forn of resch: a that
bo suardod spaingt, The only srace ovevbed to tha ?ibm*alf“ and rafo
tite joterim soviod in whish Loy must sesducabe thempolvos to loarn
foeenh kmr;(rﬂi*r“:‘.c}ml'iy the Compunist ontrins. LAD mzaa:ua Lo dmdee e
thorenghly Tteiin's debinetion bebirc: o rovslubionint and refomer
liberals of 0li shades. ss ho statos 101 his"History m‘ the Lcnmmr at,
of tho USSR,.,"’" A revolutioniat secordi~g to LAG s writings,
by hisfirm copvictiom in tho thorous dectructicn o7 the b
by revolution ond not refoma. ond by (iotetorship of the wrtiest&r: .
indelintte periad of trongiticn towmas! Sommunimz. Thoso who bslooms o bhe
moecasity of some chenge from the ~halistic sysber but noet iz bho socond sad
third points are guilty of mislesdin tho courss of the revoliub:
it to fallure, and therefore thay oy drammrau resctionarioag, :
differentistos (AD fram the extremis s his. pm, onve :md hig willingaoss
ta taks emple time %o resducats the o s 30 the pariod
af trongition. H» mid i'n one nf.‘ Wi il 'r;g 2 3%«363:;1;1}/ '!:Kmﬁ, b s wrony to
stand still and Lo weys of Life, buk 1t is equally
wrony wo foroe learnineg nwﬂu, VA0's noliey bovard refoyucrs

').izd liberals, ho novor was one and not even hisg oun Farty oritics
aver acscused him of baing ore.
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